In this message to readers, I want to mention some changes we are making to a longstanding section of the journal, From the Schools and Programs of Public Health. For many years, Public Health Reports (PHR) has been published through an official arrangement with the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH). As part of that arrangement, PHR has reserved space for articles on topics related to the academic side of public health, such as linkages between academia and public health practice and articles written by students. Over the years, the ASPPH section has provided a useful outlet for contributors in schools and programs of public health who do research, teaching, or study.
Since its earliest years, the ASPPH section has gone through an editing process separate from submissions to the main journal. In January, with the concurrence of ASPPH, PHR determined that submissions to From the Schools and Programs of Public Health should be integrated into the submission and editing procedures of the main journal. Most submissions to the main journal go to PHR's Editorial Committee for an initial recommendation to the editor in chief about whether or not they should be accepted for peer review. Those that are accepted are reevaluated by the Editorial Committee when they return from peer review. Beginning in January, submissions to the ASPPH department began to go through this same process.
In addition to revising editing procedures, PHR has streamlined the ASPPH section by collapsing its earlier submission categories, "On Academia," "On Linkages," and "Student Column," into one unified ASPPH category dedicated to the academic aspects of public health. Student submissions are still welcome, but they are now evaluated for publication in the same way as all other submissions to the ASPPH section.
We think these changes will streamline the ASPPH section, make article submission easier and simpler, and provide faster responses for authors. Submissions to the streamlined ASPPH section will receive quick attention from our Editorial Committee and, if accepted for peer review, as rapid a turnaround as we can muster.
To help accomplish faster turnaround for all parts of the journal, we are now asking peer reviewers to return comments within 14 days instead of the previous 30 days. We encourage those of you who work and study in public health schools to submit manuscripts to the revamped ASPPH section.
This issue of PHR leads with key articles focused on adolescent health. At the top of the issue, we feature an article on improving the health of adolescents by the new Surgeon General, Dr. Vivek Murthy. As part of our Executive Perspective series, we feature an article on progress in adolescent health by Evelyn Kappeler, Director of the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Adolescent Health. A second Executive Perspective article, by Lisa Lee, Executive Director of the U.S. Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues, discusses integrating ethics into public health.
As always, articles in the issue span the spectrum of our discipline: the successful implementation of a human papillomavirus vaccination program in Switzerland, the use of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits to purchase soda in Los Angeles, the role of comorbid conditions in deaths from Legionnaires' disease in the United States, the economic burden of exposure to secondhand smoke for child and adult never smokers residing in U.S. public housing, the use of smartphone apps to locate sexual partners during STD control interviews, comparative mortality among people diagnosed with HIV infection or AIDS in the United States, developmental disabilities and socioeconomic outcomes in young adulthood, food insecurity among America's veterans, the descriptive epidemiology of yersiniosis in the United States, the outcome of a hospital's attempt to withhold medical records from public health investigators during an outbreak investigation, and integration of methods to teach public health practice.
As always, we welcome your input. If you have ideas or suggestions for PHR, please write to me at frederic .shaw@cdc.hhs.gov.
Frederic E. Shaw, MD, JD Acting Editor
